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HOLYl/ffiLL  URBAIT  DISTRICT  CQTTNCIL 


REPORT 


of  the 


MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HE.^LTH 
.C-9 year  1968 


TO  THE  CEAimAMi  AMD  M-IBERS  OF  THE  HOLTOELL  URBAN  DISTRICT  COUiroiL: - 
Mr,  Chai-i':aany  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 


I have  pleas\xre  in  submitting  my  annual  report  for  1968, 

The  Registrar  General’s  estimate  of  the  mid-year  population  was 
8,680  which  was  an  increase  of  70  compared  with  1967. 

There  were  145  births,  which  was  an  increase  of  20  over  1967,  of 
which  10  were  illegitimate.  The  adjusted  birth  rate  was  16,2  which 
compares  with  the  national  average  of  16,9  per  1,000  population.  The 
illegitimacy  rate  was  69  per  1,000  births,  which  was  below  the  national 
average , 

There  were  3 still  births  which  was  a reduction  of  one  over  the 
previous  year.  The  local  still  birth  rate  per  1 ,000  live  and  still 
births  was  20,  which  compares  with  the  national  average,  o-f-  tn_. 

There  was  one  infant  death  \inder  one  year  of  age,  giving  a local 
infant  mortality  rate  of  7 per  1,000  live  births,  which  is  very  satisfactory 
compared  with  the  national  average  of  8 per  1,000  live  births. 

During  the  year,  109  deaths  occxurred,  giving  a crude  death  rate  of 
12,6  and  when  adjusted,  gives  a figure  of  8,2  per  1,000  population,  which 
compares  with  the  national  average  of  11.8, 

I am  rather  astonished  that  the  comparability  factor  for  deaths 
shoiild  change  from  .88  to  ,65  in  one  year,  I would  not  have  expected 
the  proportions  of  the  population  in  the  various  age  groups,  to  change 
so  dramatically  in  one  year. 

The  Mass  X-Ray  Unit  ceased  to  attend  at  the  end  of  1967,  and  persons 
requiring  an  X-Ray  of  their  chests,  should  consult  their  own  doctor,  who 
can  refer  patients  to  the  hospital  or  chest  clinic,  to  have  this  examination 
done. 


Siirveys  of  groups  of  the  population  are  still  carried  out  by  Unit  ’B’ 
of  the  Mass  Radiography  Service  and  details  are  submitted,  vrhich  include 
a report  of  a visit  to  Messrs,  Courtaulds  Limited,  Greenfield, 

There  were  66  cases  of  measles  notified  during  the  year  and  2 cases 
of  tuberculosis,  2 cases  of  infective  hepatitis,  2 cases  of  whooping  cough, 
2 cases  of  pnevimonia,  one  case  of  dysentery,  one  case  of  food  poisoning  and 
one  case  of  puerperal  fever. 
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I hope  that  the  public  will  accept  the  new  measles  vaccine, 

as  measles  is  still  a common  disease  and  can  now  be  prevented  by- 
vaccine.  It  is  hoped  in  the  not  too  distant  future,  to  introduce 
a vaccine  to  prevent  german  measles  (rubella).  Its  introduction 
should  have  a very  marked  effect  in  reducing  the  high  incidence  of 
congenital  defects  in  new  born  babies,  as  it  is  known  that  german 
measles  if  contracted  in  early  pregnancy,  may  damage  the  unborn  child. 

The  Health  Department  staff  were  engaged  in  the  sampling  of  the 
public  water  supply,  including  the  water  from  St,  Winefride's  Well, 
and  I am  pleased  to  say  that  in  general,  the  results  were  very 
satisfactory. 

In  conjvinction  with  the  County  Council  the  Health  Department 
staff  have  also  been  sampling  the  raw  milk  supply,  in  a search  for 
brucella  organisms,  but  it  was  not  necessary  to  issue  a pasteurisation 
order  during  the  year. 

During  the  year,  107  council  properties  and  20  private  dwellings 
have  been  built.  The  Covincil  have  now  completed  their  slum  clearance 
programme,  apart  from  one  or  two  individual  properties,  that  will  be 
dealt  with  in  the  re-ddvelopment  programme. 

Slow  progress  has  been  made  towaids  the  provision  of  a sewage 
disposal  works,  and  it  may  be  some  years  before  the  scheme  can  be 
brought  into  operation, 

I am  pleased  to  say  that  the  employees  of  the  Council  now 
enjoy  excellent  working  conditions  in  the  new  offices,  the  only 
\mdesirable  feature  being  the  lack  of  soundproofing,  in  the  offices, 

I would  like  to  express  my  thanks  to  the  Chairman  and  lyiembers 
of  the  Council,  Council  Officials  and  staff  of  the  Health  Department. 


I am. 


Your  Obedient  Servant, 


D.P.W,  ROBERTS. 


Mgdical  Officer  of  Health, 
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GENERAL  STATISTICS 


Population  at  mid-year  1968  (Registrar  General’s  estimate) 
Population  change  compared  with  previous  year  (increase  of) 
Number  of  inhabited  preperties  (end  of  1968) 

Nximber  of  empty  properties  (end  of  1 968) 

Rateable  value  of  the  Urban  District  at  end  of  1968 
Product  of  penny  rate 
General  rate  in  £1 
Number  of  rate  premises 


8,680 

70 

3,179 

53 

£433,949 

£1,677 

13/6d. 

3,232 


SOCIAL  CONDITIONS  IN  TtiE  URBAl^  DISTRICT 


Holywell  is  an  old  market  town  pleasantly  situated  on  land  rising 
from  the  tidal  estuary  of  the  Dee,  and  with  a long  history  of  varied 
industries.  The  main  industry  now,  is  the  production  of  viscose  rayon 
staple  at  a large  factory  employing  2,500  persons.  Other  factories 
are  engaged  in  paper  making,  and  the  weaving  of  woollen  goods,  and  there 
are  a number  of  distributive  trades.  Some  residents  work  in  nearby 
districts  at  a steel  works,  and  in  coal  mining. 
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VITAL  STATISTICS 


Live  Births  : Male  80  Female  65  145 

Legitimate  Live  Births  135 

Illegitimate  Live  Births  10 

Illegitimate  Local  Rate  per  1 ,000  Live  Births  69 

National  Illegitimate  Rate  per  1,000  Live  Births  84 

Crude  Birth  Rate  per  1,000  population  16.7 

Birth  Rate  Comparability  Factor  0.97 

Birth  Rate  Standardised  16.2 

National  Birth  Rate  per  1,000  population  16,9 

Still  Births  (total)  3 

Legitimate  Still  Births  3 

Illegitimate  Still  Births  - 

Local  Still  Birth  Rate  per  1 ,000  live  and  still  births  20 

National  Still  Birth  Rate  per  1,000  Live  and  Still  Births  14.8 

Infant  Deaths  under  One  Year  of  Age  1 

Legitimate  Infant  Deaths  under  One  Year  of  Age  1 

Illegitimate  Infant  Deaths  under  One  Year  of  Age  - 

Infant  Mortality  Rate  per  1 ,000  Live  Births  7 

National  Infant  Mortality  Rate  per  1,000  Live  Births  N‘.A.''@>'3j 

Legitimate  Infant  Deaths  per  1,000  Legitimate  Live  Births  7 


Illegitimate  Infant  Deaths  per  1 ,000  Illegitimate  Live  Births 
Infant  Deaths  under  4 Weeks  of  Age  (Neo-natal) 


Legitimate  Infant  Deaths  under  4 Weeks  of  Age  - 

Illegitimate  Infant  Deaths  under  4 Weeks  of  Age  - 

Neo-natal  Mortality  Rate  per  1 ,000  Live  Births 

National  Neo-natal  Mortality  Rate  1 2 

Total  Peri-natal  Deaths  (still  births  and  deaths  under  one 

week  combined)  3 

Peri-natal  Mortality  Rate  per  1 ,000  Live  and  Still  Births  20 

National  Peri-natal  Mortality  Rate  per  1 ,000  Live  and  Still 

Births  24 

Deaths  in  First  Week  of  Life  (early  neo-natal  period)  - 

Early  Neo-natal  Mortality  Rate  per  1 ,000  Live  Births  - 

National  Early  Neo-natal  Mortality  Rate  10 

Maternal  Mortality,  Including  Abortion  : 

Number  of  Deaths  Nil. 

Rate  per  1 ,000  Total  Live  and  Still  Births  Nil, 

DEilTHS 

Deaths  ; Male  56  Female  53  109 

Crude  Death  Rate  per  1,000  population  12,6 

Comparability  Factor  .65 

Local  Death  Rate  per  1 ,000  population  8.2 

National  Death  Rate  for  England  and  Wales  11.8 
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POPULATION  Cm^NGES  IN  THE  URBM  DISTRICT 


The  following  table  shows  the  change  in  population  due  to  migration 


Year 

Mid-year  population 
R.G,  estimated  figure 

Population  change 
during  the  year 

Change  in  population 
due  to  births  and 
deaths  on^y  during 
the  year 

Change 
population 
due  to 
migration 

1959 

8,320 

+70 

+48 

+22 

I960 

8,360 

+40 

+31 

+9 

1961 

8,400 

+40 

+51 

-11 

1962 

8,470 

+70 

+38 

+32 

1965 

8,470 

Nil 

+45 

-45 

1964 

8,560 

+90 

+66 

+24 

1965 

8,580 

+20 

+54 

-34 

1966 

8,640 

+60 

- 

+60 

1967 

8,610 

-30 

+17 

-47 

1068 

8,680 

+70 

+36 

+34 

DEATHS  FROM  PRINCIPAL  CAUSES 
The  table  below  indicates  the  common  causes  of  death 


In  Holywell 

National  Return 

Heart  disease 

AAlo 

Vascular  lesions  of  C.N.S. 

29fo 

\r/o 

Cancer,  excluding  cancer  of  the 
lung. 

r/o 

\y/o 

Bronchitis 

y/o 

5i^ 

Cancer  of  the  lung. 

A >5% 

2^0 

Pnevimonia 

y/o 

2^0 

Other  respii’atory  diseases 

1.5^° 

2^0 

Other  circulatory  diseases 

\°/o 

3fo 

All  other  causes 

18^ 

8^0 
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CANCER  : 


The  total  number  of  deaths  from  cancer  wa^ 
decrease  of  ^ ov<3T'  mu  which  was  a 

ueexease  01  over  196?.  The  commonest  site  was  cancer  of  tho 

limg,  which  accounted  for  5 deaths  TVina 

high  incidence  of  oancerof  th!  i.t  t jupnasises  the  continuing 
of  all  deaths,  and  the  incidence  continues  to  increase  Iruntn  V 

^run^uL^-o^r 

^3®®’  install  apparatus  in  the 

;srpen  “ - ----- 

hoped  to  publish  annually  the  results  of  this  work. 

Returns®:!"^®”®^  extracts  from  the  Registrar  General's 


Cancer  Deaths  ; 1959 

Lung  2 

Stomach  2 

Breast  1 

Uterus  2 

Leukaemia  1 

Other  Sites  11 


I960 

7 

2 

1 


1961 

3 

3 

1 

1 

8 


1962 

4 

5 

6 
1 
1 

18 


1963 

3 

3 

1 


1964 

4 

1 


11 


2 

11 


1965 

6 

3 

1 

1 

5 


1966 

4 

2 

2 


1967 

2 

3 

1 

2 

10 


1968 

5 

1 

2 

1 


TOTAL  DEATHS 

iih  SITES...  19  15  16  35  ,g  ,g  ,g  ,2 


CORONARY  HEART  DISE;i,STi^  : 


deaths  due  to  coronary  heart  disease,  d\iring  1968 
and  this  is  an  increase  of  5 in  the  previous  year.  It  has  been  sho\ra 
statistically  that  people  who  smoke,  take  little  exercise  and  are  over- 
weight, have  an  increased  risk  of  coronary  disease. 

The  following  chart  shows  the  annual  deaths  from  this  disease  in 
the  district  for  the  past  ten  years 


1959  1960 

1961 

1962 

1963 

1964 

1965 

1966 

1967 

1968 

Deaths  18  16 

22 

18 

21 

18 

18 

32 

19 

24 
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There  has  been  a significant  rise  in  the  deaths  due  to 
coronary  disease  in  this  country,  and  it  has  been  established  that 
there  are  certain  factors  linked  with  the  incidence  of  this  disease, 
and  these  factors  are  as  follows 

1.  High  Blood  Pressure. 

2.  Obesity, 

5.  Snoking  Cigarettes  - the  more  cigarettes  smoked  - the  greater 

the  risk  of  developing  this  disease, 

4.  High  Blood  Cholesterol, 

5.  Physical  Inactivity. 

6.  Development  of  mental  stress  and  less  important  factors  which 

include  heredity  and  race. 

It  is  hoped  that  within  a few  years  to  come,  it  will  become 
feasible  for  the  screening  of  groups  of  the  population  at  the  greatest 
risk,  that  is  men  between  the  ages  of  30-45  years  and  women  between  the 
ages  of  40-55  years  and  giving  advice  to  those  who  show  the  greatest  risk 
of  developing  this  disease.  There  are  certain  factors  which  reduce  the 
odds  of  developing  the  disease,  these  being  to  reduce  smoking,  taking 
more  exercise,  reducing  the  intake  of  sugar  and  starchy  food,  and  if  obese, 
of  making  a serious  attempt  to  reduce  weight, 

SCREENING  PROCEDURES 


During  the  past  few  years  there  have  been  projects  for  screening 
the  general  population  in  certain  selected  centres  in  the  coiuatry,  to 
ascertain  whether  mass  screening  procedure  would  be  at  all  feasible  and 
practical,  in  the  detection  of  disease  and  its  treatment  and  possible 
prevention. 

The  diseases  that  come  to  mind  in  this  context  are  namely 


Cancer  of  the  Cervix  ( the  neck  of  the  womb). 

Diabetes. 

High  Blood  Pressure. 

Defects  of  Vision. 

Hearing  Defects, 

Anaemia. 

Urinary  Infections  in  Young  People, 

Coronary  Heart  Disease. 

More  work  needs  to  be  done  in  the  future  before  any  large  scale 
screening  procedure  can  be  set  in  motion,  in  particular,  information 
on  the  levels  of  normality  for  the  population. 

It  may  be  10  years  before  screening  procediire  will  be  introduced 
on  a mass  scale  and  pending  this,  the  only  screening  that  is  being  undertaken, 
on  any  scale  at  present,  is  the  detection  of  blood  diseases  in  new  born 
babies,  due  to  errors  of  metabolism,  which  if  not  treated  can  cause  mental 
defects,  and  which  now  can  be  successfully  treated. 
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inpant  mortality 


was  one  death  of  an  infant  under  on  year  of  age,  details 
of  which  are  shown  below  :~ 


Ase  at  Death 

Cause  of  Death 

Sex 

One  Month 

1 , (a)  Bilateral  Bronchopnexxmonia 

(b)  Sepsis  after  operation  of 
jejianal  obstruction. 

Male 

There  were  three  still  births,  details  of  which  are  shown 

below 

Cause  of  Death  Sex 

Hydrocephalus  and  Spina  Bifida  Female 

Intra  Uterine  Death  Male 

Anencephalic  Female 
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INFECTIOUS  DISEASES  : 


Thete  -v^ere  66  cases  of  measles  notified  during  the  year,  which 
is  a considerable  reduction  in  the  figures  for  1967.  A vaccine  is  now 
available  for  the  protection  of  susceptible  children  from  the  age  of  one 
year,  but  the  response  from  the  public  so  far,  has  been  generally  very 
slow.  In  my  opinion,  there  will  be  significant  numbers  of  cases  in  the 
future,  until  the  level  of  infection  has  been  reduced  in  the  community. 

There  were  2 cases  of  infective  hepatitis  and  2 cases  of  whooping 
cough.  Whooping  cough  is  a disease  that  is  being  eliminated  as  the 
result  of  immunisation.  There  were  2 notifications  of  pneumonia,  one  of 
dysentery,  one  of  food  poisoning,  one  of  puerperal  fever  and  2 of  non- 
pulmonary  tuberculosis. 

The  staff  of  the  Health  Department  and  of  the  Flintshire  County 
Council  Welfare  Department  have  been  very  concerned  about  one  case  of 
tuberculosis  in  particular.  This  is  of  a man  who  is  living  in  most 
undesirable  conditions  and  who  is  partly  responsible  for  these  circumstances. 
He  is  very  un-cooperative  and  is  still  a constant  source  of  anxiety  to  the 
local  authority. 


CHEST  X-R/.Y  FACILITIES  : 


The  Mass  X-Ray  Unit  ceased  to  call  at  Holyxjell  on  a routine  basis 
at  the  end  of  1967i 

Listed  below  is  a report  from  the  Mass  Radiography  Service,  by 
the  kind  permission  of  Dr;  T.F.  Jarman,  on  the  survey  carried  out  in 
1968,  at  the  factory  of  Messrs.  Courtaulds  Limited 


Total 

Male 

Female 

Emnlovees 

Total 

Number  Examined  806 

746 

60 

Total 

cases 

found  to  be  abnormal 

10 

10 

- 

(o) 

Referred  to  Chest  Physician 
as  cases  requiring  further 
investigation. 

8 

8 

•• 

(b) 

Other  abnormalities  of  the 
chest 

2 

2 

- 

Emnlovees  in  Chemical  Division 

Total 

Male 

Female 

Total 

Number  Examined 

88 

79 

9 

Total 

cases 

Found  to  be  abnormal 

1 

1 

- 

(a) 

Referred  to  Chest  Physician 
as  cases  requiring  further 
investigation. 

** 

(b) 

Other  abnormalities  of  the 
chest 

1 

1 

. 
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PROVISION  OF  SERVICES  UNDER  THE  NA^IOtiAL  HE^^LTH 


SERVICES  ACT.  1946 


The  following  local  services  are  the  responsibility  of  the 
Flintshire  Coiinty  Council,  and  I am  indebted  to  the  County  Medical 
Officer  of  Health,  Dr,  G.W.  Roberts,  for  allowing  me  to  give  the 
following  details 


SECTION  22  - CARE  oF  MOTHERS  MD  YOUi^G  CHILDREli  - lilFiii>fT  WELFidlB 
CEI^TRES  ; 

The  Clinic  premises  are  in  Park  Lane,  Holywell  and  an  infant 
welfare  clinic  is  held  every  Thursday  afternoon  from  1 ,30  - 4»30  p,m« 
There  is  also  an  additional  Clinic  in  School  Lane,  Greenfield,  where- 
an  infant  welfare  clinic  is  held  every  Tuesday  afternoon  U30  - 4.30  p.m. 

Welfare  foods  (vitamin  tablets,  cod  liver  oil  and  orange  juice) 
are  distributed  at  these  clinics. 


MTE  RATAL  CLINICS  : 


Ante  Natal  Clinics  are  held  at  Park  Lane  Clinic  weekly  and  are 
staffed  by  hospital  and  nursing  personnel,  under  the  direction  of  the 
Consultant  Obstetrician, 

Talks  are  given  to  mothers  attending  these  Clinics  by  the  health 
visitors  on  childbirth  and  baby  management. 


FAMILY  PLANNING  ; 


Family  planning  is  available  at  Flint  and  Rhyl, 


CSaVICAL  QLimS.  : 


Clinics  are  now  available  by  appointment  at  Connah’s  Quay  and 
Rhyl  for  women  to  attend  to  have  cervical  smears  taken.  Women  who 
wish  to  avail  themselves  of  this  service,  should  contact  their  own 
general  practitioner  or  ca^l  at  the  Infant  Welfare  Clinic, 

DENT^  CilRE  OF  EXPECTiiNT  MOTriEiiS  ; 

This  is  carried  out  by  the  school  dental  staff  of  the  Covinty 
Council,  and  the  service  is  free  during  the  period  of  pregnancy  and 
up  to  one  year  after  the  birth  of  the  baby.  It  is  regrettable  that 
more  mothers  do  not  take  advantage  of  these  facilities. 


SECTION  23  - MIDWIFERY  SERVICES  : 


There  are  two  midwives,  who  are  also  district  nurses,  working 
in  the  area,  also  two  part-time  nurses,  and  they  are  responsible  for 
the  ante-natal  care,  delivery  and  post-natal  surveillance  of  these 
patients,  \inder  the  general  direction  of  the  patient’s  doctor* 
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SECTION  24  - HEALTH  VISITORS  : 


T^ete  are  two  health  visitors  who  are  hesponsible 

for  giving  advice  to  families  on  all  aspects  of  health  education* 
These  duties  have  increased  of  late  diie  to  the  eVer  expanding  needs 
of  the  community,  especially  the  older  members 4 Their  duties 
are  complimentary  to  the  work  of  the  general  practitioners,  who  are 
often  too  busy  to  be  able  to  give  the  hecessary  time  to  such  matters 
as  health  education* 


aaCTIUN.25  r^  .aQMS  I^lhG  .fiEmCES  : 


This  very  valuable  provision  is  carried  out  by  the  district 
nurses,  who  are  usually  midwives,  and  the  demands  of  the  service 
increase  yearly  as  the  proportion  of  old  people  rises  in  the  community. 


SECTION  26  - VACCINATION  MD  IMlviUMISaTION  : 


Smallpox  : 


PQliQray.fi  1 itis 


Measles  : 


As  a result  of  Ministry  of  Health 
recommendation  it  is  now  the  policy 
to  vaccinate  infants  at  one  year  of 
age  instead  of  at  birth  or  within 
the  first  three  months,  and  the 
vaccination  rate  has  fallen  considerably 
during  the  past  year. 

Vaccination  against  poliomyelitis 
continued  throughout  the  year,  but 
oral  vaccination  has  now  superceded 
the  salk  vaccine  which  was  given  by 
injection. 

Vaccination  is  now  available  to 
susceptible  children  at  one  year  of 
age  and  it  is  hoped  that  the  public 
will  accept  the  vaccine  and  that  mass 
vaccination  will  reduce  the  incidence 
of  the  disease. 


TUBERCULOSIS  : 

All  13  year  old  children  are  offered  vaccination  (by  the  use 
of  live  attenuated  tubercle  baccilli  B.C.G.)  against  this  disease 
and  the  majority  of  children  are  protected.  The  percentage  of 
children  who  do  not  require  vaccination  is  high  i.e.  they  have  already 
had  contact  with  the  disease  and  developed  a successful  immiinity,  and 
this  indicates  a significantly  high  level  of  tuberculosis  infection  in 
the  community. 


SECTION  27  - AMBULidMCES  : 


The  ambulance  service  is  radio  controlled  and  administered 
from  the  headquarters  at  Mold,  A local  station  is  situated  in  Holywell, 
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MRNTAL  HEiiLTH  SUBNQKMaLITY  : 


Visits  are  paid  by  mental  welfare  officers  of  the  County 
Council  to  mentally  ill  patients  who  require  advice  and  help. 

Subnormal  children  who  cannot  be  educated  in  an  ordinary 
school,  and  who  are  not  severely  retarded  (i.e*  in  the  idiot 
category),  are  admitted  to  the  Training  Centre  at  "Tirionfa”, 
Rhuddlan,  There  they  receive  training  to  the  limits  of  their 
capabilities.  There  is  also  an  Adult  Training  Centre,  at  Greenfield, 
for  men  and  women. 


VEI^EREAL  DiSfiiiSE  ; 


Treatment  is  available  at  the  following  special  clinics 
H.M,  Stanley  Hospital,  St,  Asaph. 

Males  and  Females  ~ Tuesday  5»50  - 7i  Pim. 

Chester  Roval  Infirmary 

Males  - Wednesday  5-7  p.m,  Saturday  11  aim,  - 1.  p.m. 

Females  - Monday  5-7  p.m.  Thursday  5-7  p.m^ 

Treatment  is  confidential  and  free,  inclusive  of  travelling 
expenses; 

NUiiSIWQ  HOMES  : 


The  following  Nursing  Home  is  registered  with  the  County 
Council,  and  is  inspected  periodically  j Glyn  Abbot,  Bagillt  Road, 
Holywell, 


welfare  homes  : 


Persons  who  are  \mable  to  look  after  themselves  satisfactorily 
may  be  admitted  to  County  Council  Homes  which  are  situated  at  Y Gorlan, 
Rhylj  The  Lawns,  Rhylj  Part  of  the  Womens  Convalescent  Home;  Carr 
Holme,  Prestatyn;  Park  House,  Prestatyn;  Hafad  Glyd,  Shotton;  and  Mold, 

A site  has  been  acquired  by  the  County  Council  in  Holywell  and 
although  there  are  certain  difficulties  to  be  ironed  out  it  is  hoped 
that  an  early  start  will  be  made. 


SECTION  27  - National  assistance  act.  i948 


This  section  conveys  powers  on  District  Coxxncils  to  remove 
persons  who  "are  aged,  infirm,  or  suffering  from  chronic  diseases, 
and  are  living  in  insanitary  conditions,  are  unable  to  look  after 
themselves  and  are  not  receiving  adequate  care  and  attention  from 
other".  In  1968  it  was  not  necessary  to  take  any  legal  action. 

Legal  action  is  only  taken  as  a last  resort  and  every  effort  is 
made  to  persuade  people  to  accept  advice  and  treatment  for  their 
benefit.  The  demands  of  the  aged  increase  annually  as  the  proportion 
of  this  group  within  the  population  rises.  This  problem  of  the 
care  of  the  aged  is  aggravated  by  relatives  often  living  considerable 
distances  away,  being  unable  or  unwilling  for  various  reasons,  to 
help  in  the  care  of  their  next  of  kin. 
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A number  of  visits  were  made  to  cases  of  people  in  Holywell, 
who  were  living  in  unsatisfactory  conditions  and  arrangements  were  made 
for  their  removal  to  hospital  either  on  a temporary  or  permanent  basis* 


PUBLIC  HEALTH  LABORATORY  SERVICE  : 


T}^e  local  public  health  laboratory  is  at  Chester  (Dr.  P, Poole 
is  the  Director)  and  bacteriological  examination  of  specimens  sent  from 
the  Urban  District  are  examined  here.  They  have  been  most  co-operative 
and  my  gratitude  is  extended  fo  them  for  their  advice  and  help  through- 
out the  year. 


POOD  mCGIEME  (GEMERAl)  HEGULt^HOMS.  1960  : 


Routine  inspections  of  food  premises  vrere  maintained,  and 
there  are  57  food  businesses  and  29  catering  businesses,  all  of 
which  comply  with  the  requirements  of  Regulations  16  and  19. 

There  is  one  poultry  processing  business  dealing  with  about 
9, OCX)  birds  a year,  mostly  hens,  which  is  visited  regularly.  Two 
percent  of  the  birds  were  rejected  as  unfit  for  human  consumption 
giving  a total  weight  of  800  lbs.  The  premises  are  in  an  area 
scheduled  for  early  re-development  and  it  is  hoped  that  the  business 
will  soon  be  transferred  to  a more  suitable  location,  as  I am  very 
dissatisfied  with  the  arrangement  for  the  slaughter  and  subsequent 
storage  of  dressed  chickens. 


HOUSING  : 


During  the  year  the  following  \xnits  of  housing  accommodation 
were  provided  in  the  town  :- 

New  houses  and  flats  provided  by  the  Council  107 

Private  properties,  mainly  bungalows  20 

Since  the  war  the  Council  have  built  858  houses,  bungalows  and 
flats  also  529  private  dwellings  have  been  built. 


The  table  below  indicates  the  yearly  totals  of  new  housing 
construction  in  the  town  over  the  past  ten  years 


Year 

New  Council  Hovises 
Buneralows  or  Flats 

New  Private  Houses 
or  Bun£raloT/rs 

Number  of  Inhabited 

1968 

107 

20 

5179 

1967 

74 

15 

2994 

1966 

59 

9 

2590 

1965 

58 

52 

2571 

1964 

- 

57 

2552 

1965 

- 

21 

2526 

1962 

20 

16 

2660 

1961 

77 

27 

2576 

I960 

49 

8 

2494 

1959 

9 

9 

2450 
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The  waiting  list  for  council  accommodation  at  the  end  of  1968 
was  as  follows 

Number  of  families  in  general  list  approximately  100 

Number  of  persons  waiting  for  old  persons’ 


WATER  SUPPLY  : 


There  is  an  efficient  and  abundant  supply  of  bacteriologically 
and  chemically  pure  vrater  which  is  supplied  to  this  area  by  the  Alwen 
Reservoir.  The  Water  Engineer  and  the  staff  of  the  Central  Flintshire 
Water  Board  normally  carry  out  the  analysis  of  the  water.  Eleven 
samples  were  taken  during  the  year  and  the  majority  were  satisfactory 
and  when  otherwise  appropriate  action  was  taken  to  have  the  abnormality 
redtlfied. 

The  St,  Winefride’s  Well  is  supplied  with  water  from  an  addit  fed 
by  an  underground  water jipe.  Samples  of  the  water  were  sent  to  the 
Public  Health  Laboratory  for  ahalysis  at  petiodic  internals. 

A recent  sample  of  water  was.  submitted  for  analysis  on  the  23rd 
September,  1968  from  the  Ambulance  Station,  Holywell  and  the  results 
were  o.s  follows 


accommodation 


approximately 


20 


ANALYSIS  ; 


Location 


Holywell 


pH 

Colour  (Hazen  Units) 
Electrical  Conductivity 
Turbidity 

Free  Carbon  Dioxide 


8,5 

13 

90 


Less  than  2 


Nil. 


Alkalinity  as  (CaC03) 

Permanent  Hardness  (as  CaC03) 

Total  Hardness  (as  CaC03) 

Oxygen  absorbed  (4  hrs.  @ 27®  C) 
Nitrogen  : Free  and  Saline  Ammonia 


26 


12 


14 


Albuminois  Ammonia 


Phosphates  (P  205) 
Silicates  (SiC2) 

Sulphates  (SO4) 

Chlorides  (Cl) 

Metals  i Calcium  as  CaC03 


13 

20 

6 


Magnesim  as  CaC03 
Iron  (Pe) 

Manganese  (Mn) 


Bacteriological  : 


Conform  / 100  mis, 

^ Prtl  •i  / 1 no  ml  o 


3 days  22 ®C 


Clostridium  Welchii  in  40  mis. 
Class  (MoH  Standard) 
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MILK  SUPPLY  : 


The  responsibility  for  the  routine  sampling  of  milk 
rests  with  the  County  Council  Health  Department  and  close 
co-operation  is  maintained  betyieen  the  County  Council  and 
Mr.  Field. 

The  Health  Department  carried  out  a considerable 
amount  of  work  during  the  year  in  the  taking  of  samples 
of  milk  for  bacteriological  analysis  in  connection  with 
the  search  for  brucella  abortus  organisms  in  unpasteurised 
milk. 


Brucellosis  in  cows  can  cause  undulant  fever  in  human 
beings  if  unpasteurised  milk  is  drunk. 


DRAINAGE  AND  SLifERilGE 


There  are  no  cesspools  or  pail  closets  in  the  district, 
but  there  are  small  groups  of  properties  whose  drainage  is 
received  into  septic  tanks,  and  the  Council  at  the  time  of 
writing  this  report  are  considering  a scheme  to  sev/er  certain 
properties  in  upper  Holywell. 

The  Ministry  have  now^  held  an  enquiry  and  a decision  is  being 
awaited  as  to  whether  approval  can  be  obtained  for  the  provision 
of  a sewage  disposal  works  in  the  area. 


SUPER/.NNUAT  ION  : 


During  the  year  4 mecSical  examination  were  carried  out  on 
employees  of  the  Urban  District  in  connection  with  fitness  for 
employment  and  absence  thirough  ill-health. 
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PUBLIC  HEALTH  INSPECTOR'S  REPORT 


Mr,  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  pleasure  in  presenting  my  sixth  Annual  Report  for  1968. 

This  year  saw  the  realization  of  our  hopes  for  better  office 
accommodation,  by  the  completion  in  May,  of  the  new  Civic  Offices  in 
Coleshill  Street.  Working  conditions  are  now  much  better,  with  proper 
facilities  for  interviewing  members  of  the  public. 

The  Civic  Amenities  Act  came  into  force  during  the  year  and  has 
proved  most  useful  in  dealing  with  abandoned  car  bodies  in  the  District. 

A total  of  fifty  six  cars  in  varying  degress  of  dilapidation,  were 
disposed  of  by  informal  action, 

A potential  danger  to  public  health  occurred  in  one  of  the 
slaughterhouses,  with  a case  of  sudden  death  of  a bullock  due  to 
anthrax.  To  minimise  any  spread  of  infection,  the  carcase  was  incinerated 
in  the  slaughterhouse  yard  and  the  premises  cleansed  and  disinfected. 

The  treatment  was  successful,  and  there  was  no  spread  of  the  infection, 

I would  like  to  express  my  thanks  to  the  Chairman  and  Members 
of  the  Council,  and  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  for  their  support 
and  interest,  and  all  members  of  the  staff  for  their  ready  help  and 
co-operation. 


Yours  faithfully. 


H.L.  FIELD. 


Public  Health  Inspector, 
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PiVRTICULARS  OF  NOTICES  iU'n)  INSPECTIONS  DURING  THE  YEiVR  : 


Visits  made  in  connection  with  public  health  matters  were 
as  follows 


NATURE  NUMM 


Visits  and  re-visits  to  premises  following  complaints 

120 

No  access 

52 

Inspections  under  the  Housing  Acts 

237 

Refuse  Collection  and  Disposal 

240 

Inspections  of  Slaughterhouses 

36 

Visits  to  Slaughterhouses 

440 

Visits  to  Pood  Premises 

36 

Inspections  of  foodstuffs 

61 

Water  Supplies 

41 

Milk  Supplies 

8 

Caravans 

18 

Infectious  Diseases 

22 

Miscellaneous 

63 

Interviews 

174 

SERVICE  OF  NOTICES 

Informal  Formal 

Reasons  for  Notices 

Result 


21  Nil*  Nuisances  Abated 

Number  of  dwellinghouses  in  which  repairs  were  carried  out  in 
consequen  ce  of  formal  and  informal  action  - 5 


REFUSE  COLLECTION  AND  DISPOSAL  : 


These  services  were  maintained  satisfactorily  although  administrative 
difficulties  were  experienced  in  establishing  and  maintaining  a charge 
hand  for  the  refuse  collection  service.  It  is  anticipated  that  this 
difficulty  will  be  overcome  in  the  near  future. 

The  use  of  refuse  sacks  is  being  extended  to  newly-constructed 
Council  houses  which  have  been  constructed  in  the  modern  v;ay  with 
restricted  vehicular  access, 

HOUSING  : 

During  the  year  fifty-five  unfit  houses  were  demolished,  and 
another  six  were  closed.  Forty  families  comprising  a total  of  one 
hundred  and  fifteen  persons  were  moved  from  sub-standard  houses  to 
Council  owned  accommodation. 
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INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD  : 


Routine  inspections  of  food  premises  were  maintained  and  the 
following  complaints  were  received  from  members  of  the  public 


Condition 
Mouldy  steak  pie 
Charred  pieces  of  dough  in  loaf 
Discolouration  in  corned  beef 
Bottled  milk  containing  a slug 
Mouldy  potato  cakes 

Mouldy  cooked  chicken 

CARCASES  INSPECTED  AND  MEAT  CONDEMNED  : 


Action  Taken 

Manufacturers  vjarned. 

Manufacturers  warned. 

Manufacturers  warned. 

Producer  warned. 

Vendor  warned  of  importance  of 
stock  rotation. 

Referred  to  neighbouring  local 
authority. 


Nximber  killed 
Number  Not  Inspected 


Cattle 

Excluding 

Cows 

Cows 

Calves 

Sheen 

and 

Lambs 

I±E3 

966 

10 

27 

12,687 

1,119 

_ 

All  diseases  except  Tuberculosis  and  Cysticerci 

Whole  carcase  condemned  1-2  82 

Carcases  of  which  some  part  or  organ 

was  condemned  93  3 - 435  22 

Tuberculosis  only 

Whole  carcase  condemned  - - - - 

Carcases  of  which  some  part  or 

organ  was  condemned  - - - - - 

Cysticerci 

Carcases  of  which  some  part  or  organ 

was  condemned  3 - - r- 

Carcases  submitted  to  refrigeration  3 - - - - 

Generalised  and  totally  condemned  - - - _ .. 

gL/.UGETERHOUSES  : 

Three  premises  continued  to  be  licensed,  although  one  was  not 
used  during  the  year. 

Another  slaughterhouse  however,  had  an  increased  throughput 
with  the  despatch  of  carcases  for  the  Wirral  and  Liverpool,  This 
trend  is  likely  to  continue,  with  the  proposed  extension  and  mechanisation 
of  the  premises.  More  time  has  had  to  be  spent  on  meat  inspection 
duties  which  include  regular  week-end  work,  which  is  shared  by  a colleague 
from  a nearby  authority. 
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CONDEMNED  FOOD  - 1968  : 


Various  unsound  tinned  foods  were  inspected  and  disposed  of 
after  voluntary  surrender. 


OFFICES.  SHOPS  i'iPD  RAILWAY  PREMISES  ACT.  1963  : 


Inspections  of  these  premises  continued,  and  there  were  two 
reported  accidents  i- 


Number  of  nremises  registered 

« 

• 

Number  of  nersons  emnloved  :- 

Offices 

18 

82 

Retail  Shops 

86 

364 

Wholesale  Shops  and 

Warehouses 

4 

33 

Catering  Establishments 

6 

21 

Fuel  Storage  Depots 

1 

1 

115 

501  - Males  158 

Females  343 


STORylGE  OF  PETROLEUM  SPIRIT  : 

Licences  were  issued  in  respect  of  twelve  premises  v;here  petroleum 
spirit  is  stored.  Excellent  co-operation  is  received  from  the  Officers 
of  the  County  Fire  Service,  in  inspections,  and  testing  of  equipment. 


Factories  (l)  - Inspections  for  -purposes  of  -provisions  as  to  health.  1968  : 


Premises  M/ C Line 

No.  on  Number  of  'Written  Occunier 
Register  Insoections  Notices  PROSECUTE 

(2) 

(3) 

(4) 

(5) 

(6) 

(i)  Factories  in  which  sections 
1 , 2 , 3 , 4 and  6 are  t o be 
enforced  by  Local  Authorities. 

1 

5 

3 

— 

- 

(ii)  Factories  not  included  in 
(l)  in  which  section  7 is 
enforced  by  the  Local 
Authority. 

2 

34 

28 

(iii) Other  premises  in  which 
section  7 is  enforced  by 
the  Local  Authority  (excluding 
outworkers  premises) 

3 

! 

TOTAL:- 

39 

31 

- 

1 

1 
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(2)  Cases  in  which  defects  were  found 


m/c 

Line 

No^ 


Number  of  cases  in  which 
Defects  were  found 


Number  of  cases  in 
which  prosecutions 
were  instituted 


Found  Remedied  To  H By  H 

M.i.  M.I. 


Want  of  Cleanliness  S.I, 

4 

— 

- 

— 

-- 

- 

Overcrowdins  S.2. 

5 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Unreasonable  Temnerature 

6 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Inadeauate  Ventilation  S.4 

7 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Ineffective  Drainaere  of 
Floor  S,6 

8 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Sanitary  Conveniences 

S^ 

(a)  Insufficient 

9 

1 

1 

(b)  Unsuitable  or 
defective 

10 

- 

— 

— 

- 

- 

(c)  Not  separate  for 
sexes 

11 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Other  offences  against 
THE  ACT  (not  including 
offences  relating  to 
outwork)T  1 2 


TOTAL 


1 


Factories  Aot.  1961.  Part  VIII.  Section  133  : 

OUTWORKERS  : There  were  no  notifications  of  outworkers  in  the  Holywell 

Urban  Area, 
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